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. Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

10 : Chief, FBIS DATE: 17 March 1955
FROM : Chief, London Bureau
SUBJECT: Meetdng of the Joint BBC-FBIS Standardization Committee

REF : Letter from Chief, FBIS dated 17 August 195k, subject; Principles
of Monitoring

1. As suggested in the letter under reference copies of the
attached document "Principles of Monitoringf with nAppendix: FBIS
Coverage and Procedural Requirements" were handed to the unit heads
of the BEC for comment and eventual discussion at a meeting of the
Joint Standardization Committee.

2, The BBC requested postponement of a meeting pending appoint-
ment of a new Head of the Reception Unit and a further lapse of time
to permit the new Head to famjiliarize himself with the problems of
his unite.

3, The meetihg was held on 1 March 1955, the record of which is
attached in two copies.

L. The FBIS documents formed the basis of discussion, which
followed the paragraphed outline of the documents. This was followed
by a discussion of certain BBC procedural practices on which FBIS
sought clarification and standardization.

S, Although the conclusions reached were informal and tentative
in nature, the discussion“produced several useful agreements in
principle, Meetings on a workdng level have been arranged between
the Chief Editor and Chief Analyst of the Iondon Bureau and the
Head, BBC Reception Unit and others on specific problems. These will
be followed at a later date by another formal neeting of the
Standardization Committee, when concrete proposals have been reached
and the BBC situation for the coming fiscal year has been clarified.

—

Attachment
- STAT
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RECORD OF FOURTH MEUTING OF THE JOINT BBO-FBIS

STANDARDISAT ION COMMITTEE

1st March 1955

Presentt Mr. C.J. Saltmarshe, HeR.MeS. (in the Chair)
M‘.['. C.He I.ﬂ-ndon, HcNoBoMoS-
i HeReUsMoSe
hief, London Buresu FBIS
Assistant Chief, London Bureau FBIS
Chief Analyst, London Bureau FBIS

PRINCIPLES OF MONITORING

Before the discussion outlined below on the document and Appendix tabled
by ¥BIS, the BBC stated that, pending clarification of their budgetary situation,
which was also to be discussed at the joint FBIS-BBC Coordinstion Committee
meeting in Weshinpgton, discussion on the document must on their side necossarily
be of an informal neture, It was agroed that the document should be discussed
accordingly and that the views expressed could at some later date usefully form
the basis of an agreed statement of principlos.

I, Objectives and Regponsibilitios

A. Collection
1. Agreed,

2, Tt was agreod that tho phrase "in the nature of' was unnocossary
and that the statement might read as followss "The monitoring
operation constitutes a serviee to consumers."

™ 3, The BBC felt that the concept of a schedule which was "rigorously
adhered to" to a certain extent contradicted the statemont in
Para, 4 on maintenance of "sufficiemt floxibility". Although
FBIS thought tho paragraphs were not in ossential conflict, it
wng suggested that they might bo modified and combined. It was
agroed that an sttempt would be made to find a mitually accoptable
wording.

4e Sce Para. 3.
B, Processing

1, The BBC stated that for financial reasons it would not bo possible
to agroc to record "all coverage", but agreced to preparo a
gencral statement of the types of coverage which might not always
be recorded, ‘
The BBC noted for the record that “certain recordings" selccted
for permanent retention by FBIS had becn turned over to FBIS for
storage or forwarding tc Washington,

2. Agreod

3, It was agrecd that the BBC would provide FBIS with a 1list of i*a
standardised logographs,

C. Dissgeminati

1. Agrced,
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II, Proccdurcs snd Techniguosg

A, The referonces to "all coverage® in Section I B Para. 1 apply
equally to this paragraph, It was agreed that the rultiple
rocording of major specches end stotoments was & good safeguard.
The BBC observed, howewor, that it would bo difficult to makc this
a firm requirement for all major meterial since single recordings
aro occeasionally in progress before their import is realised. 4
was furthor agreed that coertain trensmitters had only one good
frequency and that it would therefore scoml UNnNCCEssSary in these
cogos to regquire recording from more than one frequencye

B. The BEC did not concur with this paregraph. Except for MHoscow
broadeasts, "Topical indicators® or "slugs" are not normally
prepared for each item on all broadeasts. Further, they are not
usually prepered while the broadcests are in progress, nor dc they
necessarily serve as a basis for selechion, since it is the monitor
who normally mekes the solection. The statement in this paragraph
reflocts the monitoring methods of FBIS and no change to these
methods is at prosont contemplatod by the BBC.

N C. A monitor's swmary wills

Since the BBC monitoring systen differs in many respects fron that
of FBIS, it was not possible for the BBC to agroc with any cf the
paragraphs under this heading, oxcept insofar as they may be a
shatement of BBC practices.

D, It was suggested and agreed that this paragraph should read ag
follows: "Consistoney and precision is required in the translation
of all monitored meterial.® It was pointed out that if a chango
wore really Winnocuous" it could hardly bec of "fundamentel
gignificance,"

E, Agreed.

F, Agreed. The BBC suggested "consuners" be changed to Mauthorised
consumers® .

APPENDIX3 FBIS COVERAGE AND PROCEDURAL REQUIREHENTS

A. Communist Trensmitiers; parase 1, 2 and 3

Tho BBC folt that no specific or percentage coverage corritnonts
could be nade at this stage.

Le Tt was agreed that vorbetin texke as specified in o ond b would
Yo provided for Scviet coveragcs It was agrecd that verbatin
toxts as specified in 4o, 4 and o would be desirable in prineiple
apd would be provided within capabilities, but that specific
cormitments rmet remain in abeyance.

5, The BBC felt that the requirements of Parae. 4 as applied %o
Para, 5 must also rennin in aboyancoe Tt was egreed that in viow
of the BBC systen, the toru Noditorial judgment" should bo
roplaced by the phrasc tghe judgment of the gelector',

6. Porns. a and b were agreed in principle without spocific commitment.

7. Agreed.

8, Agreesd.
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B, Non=Cormunist Transmiticrsg
1, Agroed.

2, Agreed,

CIARIFICATION AND STANDARDISATION OF BBC PRACTICES

A, Mothods of Meking Textual Corrections to Copy

It was agreed that each Sorvice would supply the other with a
statement of its system of meking corroctions.

B, Mgthods of Supplying "Adds® to Copy

FBIS stated its editors wore under continual difficulty and

wncorteinty in applying "adds" supplied by tho BBC. It wes
agrood thot Head of Recoption Unit and the Assistant Chief,

London Bureau would confer on standardising proceduro.

Ce Copy Degignations

FBIS pointed out that the term "Summary with Quotations" although
not approved by the BBC was in fact often used by monitors. It
was agreed that designations would follow the epproved list and
FBIS requested & copy of this list.

D. "Indircct Speech® Style

FBIS pointed out that certain forms of BBC descriptive reporting
were creating difficulty and wuncertainty for FBIS editors. This
was particularly the case in instances when it wos not clear
whothor the momitor or announcer mede cortain statements. It

waa agreod that the Head of Reception Unit and the Assistant Chief,
London Buresu would confer on the problem of descripbive reporting.

Digtribution:

Chief, London Bureau FBIS (10) STAT
H ‘l"IcS -

H.R.M.3.

HQROUII'{IS .

HoNuBolleS
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